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16th April 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to inform you of an important change to the way spelling will be taught across the school especially 

in Key Stage 2 at St Joseph’s. From this term, we will be changing the way we deliver spelling lessons. As part 

of this change, children will no longer take weekly spelling tests. The Department for Education does not 

require weekly spelling tests; instead, its guidance emphasises explicit phonics-based teaching, regular practice 

and assessment that informs teaching rather than frequent formal testing. 

 

Why are we changing our approach? 

Research into how children learn to spell shows that memorising lists of words for a weekly test does not 

always lead to secure, long-term spelling knowledge. Although children may remember spellings for a short 

period of time, these words are often not retained or applied accurately in their independent writing. Instead, 

evidence shows that children become confident, accurate spellers when spelling is taught through: 

• clear links between sounds and letters 

• understanding patterns within words 

• frequent, supported practice 

• opportunities to apply spellings meaningfully in writing 

This approach supports deeper learning and builds spelling knowledge that lasts. 

What will spelling look like in Key Stage 2? 

We will be using the Unlocking Letters and Sounds spelling scheme. This is the same programme we use 

successfully in EYFS and Key Stage 1 for phonics. By continuing this approach into Key Stage 2, we aim to: 

• provide a smooth transition from early phonics learning 

• strengthen children’s understanding of how words work 

• boost spelling confidence and accuracy 

• support spelling within reading and independent writing 



            

                    

    

 

   

Spelling lessons will be highly structured, explicit and purposeful, focusing on sounds, spelling patterns and word 

structure. 

What about spelling tests? 

While spelling will continue to be regularly practised and assessed through lesson work and writing, we will not 

be using weekly spelling tests. Instead, teachers will monitor progress through: 

• day-to-day class activities 

• application in independent writing 

• ongoing assessment and feedback 

This allows us to focus on progress over time and ensure spelling skills are really embedded. 

Key Stage 1 

Due to changes in spelling expectations across the school, we will no longer carry out spelling tests in any 

year group. However, developing writing skills is still very important. We kindly ask that, as well as helping your 

child to read their flashcards (in some year groups), you also encourage them to practise writing them. This will 

help support their spelling, handwriting, and confidence with writing. 

 

National Curriculum spelling word lists 

Please find attached: 

• Year 1 and 2 common exception word list 

• Year 3 and 4 spelling word list 

• Year 5 and 6 spelling word list 

These lists are taken directly from the National Curriculum and show the statutory words children are expected 

to be able to spell by the end of each phase. 

They are not weekly spelling lists. Instead, they are intended to: 

• act as a helpful reference at home 

• support gentle, informal practice 

• raise familiarity with common but tricky words 

What a great thing to put on your fridge! A little practice at a time — talking about spellings, spotting patterns and 

using words in sentences — can make a big difference. 

 



            

                    

    

 

   

We believe this new approach will support children in becoming independent, confident and resilient 

spellers, helping them flourish as writers. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. If you have any 

questions about our spelling approach, please do not hesitate to contact me or come and talk to me on the 

playground. 

Many thanks as always for your support. Kind regards,  

Mrs Knight  (Reading and Writing Lead) 
 
 

 
 
 



            

                    

    

 

   

 
 
 



            

                    

    

 

   

 
 


